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Swanage Town Council are working in
partnership with Dorset Coast Forum to create
the Swanage Seafront Masterplan during 2023.
The masterplan is a long-term working
strategy that will provide a  vision to inform the
future management of the seafront. The
seafront masterplan will cover an area from
Swanage Pier to the stream at Ocean Bay and
it includes the greenspaces, seafront areas
and the beach.  

During the Summer and Autumn of 2022,
Dorset Coast Forum sought views from
residents, visitors and businesses to ask what
was special about the seafront, how people
used the seafront and could it potentially be
improved. We had a fantastic response, with
1,045 people completing the survey, 122 placing
ideas on the ideas board and 344 engaging
with our pop-up events and workshops. In
addition more than 12,000 people viewed
Facebook posts and over 4,000 people 
viewed webpages relating to the seafront 
masterplan. 
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Working with communities to promote,
enhance and protect our coast.

We are collating all the information
from our public events and survey to
create a draft Swanage Seafront
Masterplan
Partnership is key and as such
authorities, businesses, key
organisations and community groups
will also feed  into the Masterplan
In May the draft Masterplan will be
shared with the public to gain further
feedback before it is finalised in

The results of the survey have been 
summarised and analysed as part of a
project interim report submitted to
Swanage Town Council. The report will be
shared with the public in May but as a little
taster, please see the word cloud below in
response to the question ‘What do you like
about Swanage?’. 

What happens next?

      July

Attendees at the
Swanage Seafront Past,

Present & Future
photography exhibition 

 on the 17th November
2022, the Mowlem,

Swanage 

Swanage Seafront Masterplan
- a long-term strategy for the
management of the seafront

Scan me 2connect with the Swanage Seafront
Masterplan



JBA Consultants are now coming to the end of
their initial data review phase. JBA are
engineers, environmental consultants,
designers and scientists, committed to
improving the natural and built environment
and creating sustainable places to live and
work. Contracted by Dorset Council's Flood &
Coastal Erosion Risk Management team
(FCERM), JBA will now be able to start the
process of producing plans for the most
appropriate solutions for Swanage. 

In parallel, they are running a scoping exercise
for a topographical survey of the frontage at
Swanage. Baseline hydraulic modelling
started in mid-November 2022 and updated
model results were produced in February
2023. Public engagement feedback is
informing specific modelling - this will provide
opportunities for this information to be shared
with the community in a tailored format in
spring 2023. Previous public consultation
results are supporting the outline business
case to submit to the Environment Agency for
funding to deliver a flood defence scheme. If
funding is obtained, there will be further
consultation with the wider community and
specific groups as the scheme is developed.
 

Alex and Amelia from JBA
Consulting out and about

in Swanage 

Swanage Town Coastal Protection Scheme

Watching the waves!

You may have noticed a new piece of
equipment down near the Mowlem - it's
called a B-SCAN and is a scientific
instrumentation that is collecting
information about the beach profile shape
and elevation. Installed by the University of
Plymouth at the end of January 2023 it will
be in-situ for the next 6 months supplying
invaluable information to help inform the
project on how the beach responds to
coastal flood events. For more information
please visit
https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/research/coa
stal-processes 

Finally, the temporary wave barriers will be
removed by the Environment Agency mid-
March until autumn 2023. To improve
visibility for the visually impaired, some of
the barriers will be additionally highlighted
when installed again for 23/24.

Working with communities to promote,
enhance and protect our coast. Scan me 2connect with Coastal Protection 
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Temporary wave barriers installed annually by the
Environment Agency 

Installation of the B-Scan
Jan 2023

https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/research/coastal-processes


Sustainable Swanage
We have an exciting calendar of events and big
projects coming up in the next couple of
months. 
We are very pleased to share the news that
Peveril Point and the Downs is now officially a
Local Nature Reserve. The Town Council will
formally open the site in an official launch
ceremony on Saturday 15th April 2023. This will
be a great opportunity to showcase the area as
an important location for both wildlife and the
community. We will be involved in organising
and running a variety of activities, guided walks
and exhibitions. We have also been working on
interpretation panels that we are excited to
reveal covering the fascinating history, geology
and history of the site.

Other events and projects we are working with
include an Open Day at the old St Marks school
playing field to meet people and look at options
to develop this valuable greenspace for the
community. A day all about cycling is planned
by our Active Travel Group on 11th June and we
are also planning regular ‘clothing swap and
repair’ events following the success of our event
on January 21st at All Saints Hall. 

Working with communities to promote,
enhance and protect our coast.

A team of volunteers put on a great
afternoon and many members of the
community enjoyed a free clothes swap,
repair and/or a cuppa and catch up.  To
see up to date details of all our events
please visit the website. 

And one more thing… with spring around
the corner we will be beginning our
ecological surveying in April of some of the
towns wonderful public greenspaces plus
supporting churches and schools at their
sites. As well as our regular surveys we
would love to host a Bioblitz event, mid-
June would be an ideal time, where we
focus an entire day on collecting records of
flora and fauna in the town and people can
get involved in their own gardens too. We
will invite experts to provide tips and advice
on recording. If you are interested in
helping to make this happen please get in
touch! It will be great fun! 
Enjoy the fabulous springtime in Swanage
and see you out and about! 

The Downs, Swanage Nature Reserve 

Dorset Coast Forum Project
Officer Sarah Spurling

facilitates and supports the
different Sustainable

Swanage projects and
campaigns.  This role is

funded by Swanage Town
Council and hosted by DCF.

Scan me  2connect with Sustainable Swanage 

A group established in
Swanage as part of the town's

ongoing efforts to become a
more sustainable community

and protect our precious
environment

Enjoying some 'swaps' at
All Saints Hall
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Dorset Coast Forum and our
project partners will be raising
awareness and engaging with
the public at these events:

18 March 2023 'Don't Ditch it' clothing event
with Sustainable Swanage 2-4pm, All Saints
Church, Ulwell, Swanage

15 April 2023 Launch of Peveril Point and the
Downs Local Nature Reserve - join us for a day
of activities and walks 

1 May 2023 Picnic in the Park at old St Mark's
Playing Field, Jubilee Road times TBC

18 May 2023 If you are a Swanage School join
DCF again as we celebrate the next Outdoor
Classroom Day - contact Sara 
 sara.parker@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk for details
of our school offer which will include STEM
activities around the B-SCAN Remote Beach
Scanner and nature walks at the Downs
Nature Reserve

Future Events

Working with communities to promote,
enhance and protect our coast.

May 2023 Look out for the draft Seafront
Masterplan and Have Your Say by
completing the online survey and/or
attending one of the pop-up events - more
details to follow!

11 June 2023 Active Travel Day

June 2023 Sustainable Swanage Open
Evening date TBC

If you are a community group, school or
business interested in connecting with DCF
and for all the latest information go to our
project webpages or contact:

Coastal Protection: 
 sara.parker@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

Seafront Masterplan:
dorset.coast@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

Sustainable Swanage:
sarah.spurling@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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You can also follow our
DCF social media

channels!

DCF Project Officer James reviewing disability access
along the seafront with the team from Allsort'd 


